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 Mathematics Policy
“To face the challenges of the 21st Century, each young person needs to have confidence in using mathematical skills”.  Building the Curriculum 1.
Rationale

At Houston Primary School Nursery children should experience success in mathematics and develop the confidence to take risks, ask questions and explore alternative solutions without fear of being wrong.  Numeracy is a skill for life, learning and work.  In order to promote the enjoyment of mathematics nursery staff should use a skilful mix of teaching approaches, including collaborative learning. We must nurture this and encourage children to develop an understanding of these mathematical skills.  Problem solving will be at the heart of all our learning and teaching.

Aims

· To challenge and stimulate our children and promote their enjoyment of mathematics.

· To develop problem solving and critical thinking skills.

· To provide opportunities for children to develop mathematical skills within the three main mathematics organisers of the mathematics outcomes and experiences outlined in Curriculum for Excellence; Number, Money and Measure; Shape Position and Movement and Information Handling.

Objectives

· To deliver a programme which will support the learning and development detailed in the Early Level of Curriculum for Excellence.  (See Appendix One).

· To provide an interesting range of learning opportunities which will encourage each child to develop their numeracy and mathematical skills to the best of their ability.

· To plan, assess, record and evaluate each child’s progress.

· To liaise with parents and involve them in their children’s learning and development with particular reference to early numeracy.

· To ensure adequate resources are available to implement this policy.

Implementation/ Responsibilities

The experiences and outcomes encourage learning and teaching approaches that challenge and stimulate children and promote their enjoyment of mathematics.

To achieve this, nursery staff will use a skilful mix of approaches, including:

· active learning and planned, purposeful play.

· ensuring children will have regular opportunities to develop mathematical skills through a range of free and structured play experiences.  Staff should refer to the nursery guidelines on Number, money and measure, Shape, space, position and movement and Information Handling.  (See Appendix Two).  These themes will be built into the nursery’s long term planning to ensure balance and progression.

· using snack time, calendar, Map of the Day, and everyday nursery experiences should be used to promote understanding of number, time and other mathematical experiences.

· ensuring children will have regular opportunities to observe and investigate, explore, ask questions and solve problems – Critical Skills.

· modelling and scaffolding the development of mathematical thinking skills.

· frequently asking children to explain their thinking.

· developing mental agility.

· using relevant contexts and experiences.

· using technology in appropriate and relevant ways.

· building on the principles of Assessment  for Learning, ensuring children understand the purpose and relevance of what they are learning.

· making frequent links across the curriculum to demonstrate how mathematical concepts are applied in a wide range of relevant contexts.

·  referring to the outcomes and experiences which are written, without ceilings, so that children can be challenged at their appropriate level.

· recording each child’s development in mathematics  in the Learning Logs and key workers will track children’s progress termly.

·  gathering  evidence of children’s progress as part of day to day learning about number, money and measurement, shape position and movement and information handling.

Provision for monitoring/ evaluation

· Weekly monitoring of daily/ group time planners by Depute Head Teacher.

· Termly monitoring of plans by nursery staff at planning meetings.

· Maths programme will be reviewed and monitored at planning meetings on a termly basis.

THIS POLICY WILL BE REVIEWED ANNUALLY AND UPDATED AND CHANGED WHEN NECESSARY.

Links to other policy

· Assessment  for learning
· Science
· Technology
· Social studies
· Staff child interaction
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